We, the undersigned, agree with the following statement: 

This statement concerns the suitability of the portables—and other rapidly constructed structures—on the Durham College, Trent, and UOIT campus in Oshawa.  These classrooms, as currently equipped, are unacceptable as a learning and teaching environment.

When we selected our learning institution, we did so with the understanding that we would receive ‘state of the art’ learning tools, and an environment which encouraged success.  These rooms—which include the Simcoe Building, UL portables, and the University Pavilion—are not examples of such learning environments. Some problems include:
Auditory:

· The long and narrow design of the classroom does not accommodate people listening in the back rows.

· Even with the aid of microphones, professors’ voices are unheard in some areas of the classroom.

· Professors are forced to compete with very loud heating and air conditioning units.

Visual:

· Projector screens are hung low due to low ceilings, preventing students sitting behind the first few rows from seeing the lower portion of presented materials.
· Projector screens cover dry-erase boards and blackboards, preventing simultaneous use of both while projectors are in use.
Layout and Atmosphere:

· Exits to classrooms are poorly placed and cause distractions when any student needs to leave during lecture, particularly in the UL buildings, in which the only door is located at the head of the class.

· Inadequate washroom facilities necessitate longer breaks due to large lines.

· Air is often stagnant, too hot or cold, and/or odorous, further impeding students’ ability to focus.

While we understand…

